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Divan edebiyatinin ana konusu olan ask, ideal agktan giinliik hayattaki cinsellige kadar genis
bir alan1 kapsamaktadir. Oysa bu alanda yapilan ¢alismalar incelendiginde arastirmacilarin
genellikle ideal aska yogunlastig1, miistehcen konulara gereken 6nemi vermedikleri
goriilmistiir. Bu alanda yapilan az sayidaki arastirmada miistehcenlik genellikle "tabu" konu
olarak goriildiigii icin ya tasavvufi bakis agisiyla tizeri ortiilmiis ya da divan edebiyatini
dislamanin bir araci olarak belli ideolojik amaglarin araci olarak kullanilmistir. Bu nedenle,
bu calismada olusan bu boslugun doldurulmast amaglanmis; divan edebiyatinda gercekligi
yansitmasi bakimindan tartismasiz olan Atayi'nin ii¢ mesnevisinden (Sakiname, Nefhatii'l-
ezhar, Sohbetii'l-ebkar) yola ¢ikilarak donemin toplumsal yapisini somut olarak anlamak ve
edebiyat-toplum iligkisi ¢ergevesinde toplumdaki cinsellik anlayisini ortaya koymak bilimsel
bir nesnellik ¢ercevesinde hedeflenmistir. Tiim bu tespitlerde Michel Foucault'un cinsel
sdylem ve iktidar kavramlarindan yararlanilmistir. incelemenin "Birinci Béliim"iinde Nev*‘i-
zade Atayi'nin Nefhatiil-ezhar ve Sohbet'iil-ebkar mesnevilerinde miistehcen konulara yer
verildigi tespit edilirken, Sakindme'nin konularinin miistehcen olmadigi belirlenmis; cinsel
soylemlerin ise mesneviler boyunca daha zarif syleyisten ayip sayilana olana dogru {i¢
boyutta ilerledigi goriilmiistiir. Calismanin "ikinci B6liim"iinde ise mesnevilerde yer alan bu
realist miistehcen hikayelerin ve Atayi'nin ahlaki 6giitlerinin, 17. ylizy1l iktidar ve iktidar
iligkileri hakkinda bilgiler verdigi gortilmiistiir. Toplumu uyarmaya yonelik bu ahlaki
nasihatlerle Atayi, 6teki tizerinde gili¢ kazanmakta ve mikro diizeyde bir "iktidar"
olusturmaktadir. Bu ¢alismada da bu iktidarin arzu, kadin, kulampara ve ceza kavramlari ile
olan iligkisi tizerinde durulmus; Atayi ve Atdyi'nin de temsilcisi oldugu bu erkek elit grubun
iktidarinin 17. ylizy1l Osmanli Devleti'nde iktidar iliskilerinin yapisinda nasil bir rol
istlendigine odaklanilmistir. Anahtar Sozciikler: Miistehcenlik, cinsel soylem, gergekci
metinler, iktidar

Love, the main topic of Divan literature, includes a wide spectrum from ideal love to sexual
love. However, previous research did not place importance on obscene topics but
concentrated more on ideal love. According to the little existing research available, because
obscenity is accepted as a taboo, it is sometimes veiled with a mystical point of view and at
other times it is used as an agent of externalization to be used for other apparent ideological
purposes. In this study, we investigate a scientifically objective perspective how the sexual
mentality of society is reflected in literature from. For this purpose we analyse the works of
Atayi, Sakiname, Nefhatii'l-ezhar, Sohbetii'l-ebkar, in terms of how they reflect the social



structure of that period. The analysis is based on Michel Foucault's sexual discourses and
power conceptions. In the first section, Nev‘i-zade Atayi's use of obscene subjects in his
Nefhatiil-ezhar ve Sohbet'til-ebkar masnavis, in Sakiname is examined. It is observed that in
his masnavis, the obscene expression go from elegant expressions to slang. In the second
section, aspects of masnavis are discussed such as their three-part structure, their intended
audience, and the broad appeal of their topics. These realist obscene stories in the masnavis
and Atayi's ethical advice give information about 17th century power and power relationships.
With these ethical admonitions intended to warn society, Atayi gains power and develops
"power™ on a micro level. In this study, this power's relation to desire, woman, pederasty and
punishment are emphasized. In addition to this, we examine the elite male group Atayi and
the way the power relationships during the Ottoman Empire were shaped in the 17th century.
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