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The nineteenth-century Russian and Eastern 
European intelligentsias emerged as a so-

cial estate famously defined by its relationship 
with the oppressed “people,” whom it represent-
ed before the oppressive state. The twenty-first 
century finds this estate in a distinctly antipopu-
list mood and heavily engaged in Bourdieusian 

strategies of distinction with respect to “the dark 
masses.” This talk will seek to explain the trans-
formation by juxtaposing representations of “the 

people” in literature, film, and other cultural 
forms with a selective history of the intelligen-
tsia under state socialism and post-1990 neolib-

eral capitalism.
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